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Endemic Persuasion 2

Synopsis: 

Diamond and Hyacinth, two genetically modified elites, make contact with two Strangers 

seeking technological remnants of the pre-pandemic era.  Having had no contact with other 

humans for 200 years, they struggle to overcome the psychological effects of social isolation 

while protecting their safe-house from the Strangers’ hacking attempts. 

While defending their Operating System, Corona, from digital assault, the extent of their 

emotional damage is gradually revealed, culminating in the revelation that Hyacinth, a formerly 

massive ego, has split personality disorder, and that Diamond is emotionally dependent on 

Hyacinth’s original personality.  Also, the other Children of Corona, whom they’d lost contact 

with, (which precipitated the slow, psychological decline), are all dead.  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Characters 

Diamond One of the Children of Corona.  At a young age, was given self-

repairing telomeres to defy aging, and as a side effect, has severely 

reduced immune function.  Does not remember Out Side.  

Possesses a wealth of high-tech skills and knowledge.  Curious, but 

wary.  Co-dependent with Hyacinth and easily stressed by change. 

Any gender.  Ageless. 

Hyacinth One of the Children of Corona.  At a young age, was given self-

repairing telomeres to defy aging, and as a side effect, has severely 

reduced immune function.  Does not remember Out Side.  

Possesses a wealth of high-tech skills and knowledge.  Expert 

hacker.  Curious and adventurous.  Developed split personaility 

after the Social Network connecting safe-houses went silent. 

 Any gender.  Ageless. 

Corona Voice of In Here’s AI system & internet interface. 

Any gender.  Ageless 

Stranger Survivor of the Centennial Pandemics.  Tech/Supply scavenger. 

 Any Gender.  30s - 40s 

Stanger 2 Survivor of the Centennial Pandemics.  Safe-house Hacker. 

 Any Gender.  30s - 40s  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Setting: In Here:  One of a robust network of perfect, self-sustaining habitats created by 

the World-Wide Elite before the onset of deadly pandemics.  Taps into an 

extensive network of underground, self-repairing supply facilities.  Provides 

occupants with everything they need for life, luxury, mental, and social 

stimulation.  The pinnacle of technology, equipped with a cutting edge AI system 

named Corona.  Can only sustain very small populations. 

Time:  Late 25th century. 

History Note:  The late 21st thru mid-23rd century were a rollercoaster of deadly pandemics and 

global weather events, bludgeoning global infrastructure and industry until it was beyond 

recovery, causing society to fragment.  Populations world-wide were decimated, and are only 

now, in the 25th century, beginning to slowly recover and rebuild.  Massive amounts of 

technology and scientific knowledge were lost.  The internet is gone. 

Children of Corona:  Genetically modified human beings who received a Telomere treatment 

gene-splice at a young age.  The gene defies aging, but has the unexpected side effect of severely 

decreasing normal immune function.  Parents of these children believed the benefits of 

immortality outweighed the current side-effects, and went ahead with the understanding that a 

treatment for restoring immune function would eventually be available.  The ensuing pandemics 

disrupted the gene therapy industry, preventing the treatment from being developed, and the 

Children of Corona were eventually forgotten. 

When STRANGER and STRANGER 2 come across In Here, they assume DIAMOND and 

HYACINTH are normal elites, who went into safe-houses after the pandemics and societal 

disruption started. 
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Act I 

(Lighting/Sound:  Lights flash up in a cold, white pop, like a lazer sanitation 
treatment, revealing a luxurious, but sterile, living room.  High tech, cutting edge devices are 
judiciously, yet discretely, embedded in the architecture and furnishings.  A spiral stair case 
descends from the ceiling, leading up to personal quarters.  DIAMOND stands upstage, staring 
thru the glass wall that dominates the room.  Distant treetops and the tops of mountains are 
faintly visible against the sky.  A few, much closer plants, are visible at the window’s edges, 
suggesting a small amount of ground or patio might be accessible.) 

Enter HYACINTH via the Spiral Staircase 

DIAMOND 
What’s going on out there?  Do you think? 

HYACINTH 
(Joins DIAMOND briefly.) 

I don’t know.  …The wind is blowing. 

DIAMOND 
It always blows. 

HYACINTH 
…Not always… 

DIAMOND 
It’s quiet.   

HYACINTH 
Quiet? 

DIAMOND 
…It’s too quiet.  There’s nothing new, either.  On the viewer. 

HYACINTH 
What?  That’s odd. 
  (Crosses to the viewer.) 
Viewer on. 

(Lighting/Sound:  A screen embedded in the wall, near a couch and glass coffee 
table illuminates.  A menu of streaming options appears.) 
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HYACINTH 
Watch new. 

(Sound: CORONA’s disembodied voice emanates thru the theatre.  Calm and 
impersonal…) 

CORONA 
There is no new media available. 

DIAMOND 
See? 

HYACINTH 
That’s odd.  KitchenPro, make coffee. 

(Sound: A friendly alert dings in acknowledgement.) 

CORONA 
Coffee brewing. 

(Sound: The sound of espresso grinding and milk steaming comes from the kitchen 
area.) 

DIAMOND 
You should rename that protocol.  It’s making lattes, not coffee. 

HYACINTH 
Meh.  Same idea. 

DIAMOND 
It’s inaccurate. 

HYACINTH 
You and I know what it does.  What else matters?  …That is odd, though. 

DIAMOND 
System Check.  Run diagnostic. 

HYACINTH 
No!  Why? 

CORONA 
Diagnostic running.  Time remaining, 1 hour. 
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HYACINTH 
Gyah.  Why’d you do that? 

DIAMOND 
Because it’s odd.  What?  There’s no new media.  Did you plan to watch re-runs? 

HYACINTH 
No.  But we could’ve played games or done some work. 

DIAMOND 
First thing in the morning?  It’s only an hour. 

HYACINTH 
If it says there’s no new media, that means it successfully checked.  If it successfully checked, 
that means our system’s fine.  Any glitch is Out There’s problem. 

DIAMOND 
We should at least rule ourselves out.  Just in case. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set: Friendly alert.  A small screen in the kitchen area lights up.) 

CORONA 
You’re coffee is ready. 

HYACINTH 
(Goes to kitchen area and touches screen, which opens revealing a steaming cup.) 

Thank you. 

CORONA 
You’re welcome. 

DIAMOND 
That’s so unnerving. 

(Lighting:  Sterile burst of lazer sanitation, followed by a dark plunge into x-ray 
illumination.  DIAMOND and HYACINTH rearrange themselves, moving to the couch.  
DIAMOND now has a cup of tea and a plate of snacks.  HYACINTH’s cup rests, discarded, on a 
side table.  Lights burst up…) 

HYACINTH 
What should we do, do you think?  If it is our system? 
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DIAMOND 
We shall deploy our considerably non-existent tech skills to ameliorate the problem. 

HYACINTH 
(Laughs) 

Ah, yes.  Yes.  I agree competely.  We’re screwed, aren’t we? 

DIAMOND 
We’re not helpless.  There are… things we could do. 

HYACINTH 
What things? 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Stare at each other) 

… 

CORONA 
Diagnostic complete.  No errors detected.  All systems are operating at 100%. 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Share a sigh of relief.) 

DIAMOND 
Right.  That was my excitement for the day. 

HYACINTH 
I’m going to work out.  Have fun. 

Exit HYACINTH via Spiral Staircase 

DIAMOND 
(Retrieves a headset from a metal stand and approaches wall.  Puts on headset.) 

Run Workspace. 

(Set/Lighting/Sound:  Half of the glass wall lights up with windows and icons, 
revealing itself to be a multi-purpose surface.  DIAMOND begins interacting with the programs.  
After a few moments the x-ray lighting returns.  DIAMOND works in slow motion.  HYACINTH 
returns, wanders thru the room, retrieves food, watches the viewer, leaves…) 

Enter STRANGER 
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DIAMOND 
(Freezes as a face appears on the other side of the wall.  Stops working.  Stares…) 

… 
Who are you?!  What…?! 

(Takes off headset.) 
Hyacinth!  HYACINTH! 

STRANGER 
(Looks around, peering at wall.  Doesn’t see DIAMOND.) 

DIAMOND 
(Touches wall, staring.) 

…! 
Exit STRANGER 

DIAMOND 
Wait! 

Enter HYACINTH 

HYACINTH 
What’s the matter? 

DIAMOND 
There was a face!  Someone’s Out There! 

HYACINTH 
What? 

DIAMOND 
A face!  Someone…! 

HYACINTH 
Impossible. 

DIAMOND 
There was! 

HYACINTH 
You’ve been staring at screens too long. 

DIAMOND 
…No more than you. 
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HYACINTH 
There can’t be anyone out there. 

DIAMOND 
But there was.  I saw them. 

HYACINTH 
Well… Even if there was.  …They can’t see us. 

DIAMOND 
No.  No, they couldn’t.  They didn’t see me. 

HYACINTH 
System check!  Run structural diagnostic. 

CORONA 
Diagnostic running. 

DIAMOND 
What does it mean? 

CORONA 
Diagnostic complete.  No errors detected.  Structural systems running at 100%. 

DIAMOND 
Hyacinth…? 

HYACINTH 
What? 

DIAMOND 
…Did we make the right choice? 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Stare quietly at each other) 

… 

HYACINTH 
What choice was there to make? 

(Lighting/Sound:  Sterile burst, then blackout.) 

Exit DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
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(Lighting/Sound:  The glass wall slowly illuminates, revealing the Out Side.  
Wind, rain, silence…) 

Enter STRANGER 

STRANGER 
(Explores the glass wall.  Tries to see inside.  Can’t see anything.) 

Enter STRANGER 2 

STRANGER and STRANGER 2 
(Silent, subdued discussion, frequent gestures to and glances at the wall.) 

STRANGER 2 
(Examines the wall.) 

Exit STRANGER and STRANGER 2 

(Lighting/Sound:  Blackout) 

Enter HYACINTH 

(Lighting/Sound:  Sterile burst.  Interior lighting resumes, revealing HYACINTH 
standing by the glass wall.  A headset lies on the coffee table by the couch and viewer.) 

HYACINTH 
(Frowns uneasily) 

… 

Enter DIAMOND via Spiral Staircase. 

DIAMOND 
They came back? 

HYACINTH 
Yes.  The same two. 

DIAMOND 
It’s been two months. 

HYACINTH 
What do you think it means?  What do you think they’re doing? 
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DIAMOND 
…I don’t know. 

HYACINTH 
They’re not trying to get in… 

DIAMOND 
We don’t know that. 

HYACINTH 
Well, they’ve got a funny way of going about it, then. 

DIAMOND 
I… don’t know. 

(Crosses to couch.) 
Watch new. 

CORONA 
There is no new media available. 

DIAMOND 
I don’t like re-runs… 

HYACINTH 
Nothing new since they came.  Nothing new for two months. 

DIAMOND 
Watch new. 

CORONA 
There is no new media available. 

DIAMOND 
System check!  Run dia— 

HYACINTH 
(Dives for the couch, clapping hand over DIAMOND’s mouth.) 

There’s nothing wrong with our system.  You’ll just tie it up. 

DIAMOND 
I’m scared.  I don’t know what they want. 
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HYACINTH 
… 

(Hugs DIAMOND.) 

(Lighting/Sound:  Sterile burst, followed by X-ray plunge.) 

Enter STRANGER and STRANGER 2 via audience 

(Lighting/Sound: Spotlight up, revealing STRANGER and STRANGER 2.) 

STRANGER 
It’s a good site.  Perfect location.  Exposed cliff. 

STRANGER 2 
Plenty of sun.  Plenty of rain… 

STRANGER 
The path could be the remains of stairs. 

STRANGER 2 
That’s the suspicious part.  It’s worth a shot.  I’ve requested a hacker. 

STRANGER 
Yes!  Do you think they’ll approve it? 

STRANGER 2 
Already done.  It’ll be here next week. 

STRANGER 
Ok.  …Do you think… someone’s actually alive in there? 

STRANGER 2 
It’s unlikely…  But…  There’s always a chance. 

STRANGER 
That would be something, wouldn’t it? 

STRANGER 2 
It would be something, alright.  But personally, I’d prefer not. 

STRANGER 
That’s a terrible thing to say. 
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STRANGER 2 
What would we do with them? 

STRANGER 
I… don’t know. 

(Lighting/Sound: Audience spotlights fade.) 

Exit STRANGER  and STRANGER 2 

(Lighting/Sound:  X-ray plunge re-illuminates stage with a sterile burst.) 

HYACINTH 
(Gently releases DIAMOND.) 

The only way to know what they want, is to ask. 

DIAMOND 
There’s no command for that. 

HYACINTH 
So? 

DIAMOND 
I tried making one. 

HYACINTH 
…And? 

DIAMOND 
…There’s no interface. 

(Picks up headset.  Puts it on, activating the screens in the glass wall.) 

(Lighting/Projection: Images and tech symbols flash rapidly across the wall, 
finally settling.)  

HYACINTH 
What?  That’s… 

DIAMOND 
There’s no hardware for accessing Out There.  No speakers.  No screens.  No… anything. 

HYACINTH 
Only sensors… 
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DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Stare pensively…) 

… 

DIAMOND 
Why are you smiling? 

HYACINTH 
It’s exciting!  A puzzle we haven’t solved yet! 

DIAMOND 
A puzzle we’re not supposed to solve. 

HYACINTH 
Oh, c’mon. 

DIAMOND 
Form follows function.  Everything has a purpose.  Such a comprehensive lack is deliberate. 

HYACINTH 
Haven’t you ever wondered? 

DIAMOND 
Wondered what? 

HYACINTH 
What it’s like Out There?! 

DIAMOND 
You know I have. 

(Lighting/Sound: Screens close up and power off as…) 

DIAMOND 
(Taking off headset.) 

You know, I—We’re not…  We’re not allowed Out There.  KitchenPro, make tea. 

CORONA 
Water heating. 

DIAMOND 
(Sets headset on coffee table.) 
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Exit DIAMOND via Spiral Staircase 

HYACINTH 
We’re not allowed Out There.  No.  But we got In Here somehow.  Somewhen. 

(Puts on headset.) 

(Lighting/Sound: Wall screens reactivate.  Data and images flicker rapidly as 
HYACINTH touches the wall.) 

HYACINTH 
That leaves a trace, right?  …Somewhere… 

(Lighting/Sound:  X-ray plunge.  HYACINTH works in slow motion, illuminated 
by the shifting screens.  It’s an eerie, almost beautiful dance.  DIAMOND returns, retrieves tea, 
watches HYACINTH, drinks…) 

DIAMOND 
(Lies on couch, staring at ceiling.) 

(Lighting/Sound:  Sterile burst up into normal lighting.) 

HYACINTH 
What do you remember of Out Side? 

DIAMOND 
…Very little… Towering buildings… Shining steel…  And glass… 

HYACINTH 
I’m the same.  Why is that, do you think? 

DIAMOND 
It was a long time ago. 

HYACINTH 
Yes.  But memory’s not that fallible, is it? 

DIAMOND 
I don’t know.  We were very young, weren’t we? 

HYACINTH 
What about… faces? 
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DIAMOND 
… 

HYACINTH 
Do you remember any? 

DIAMOND 
…Faces? 

HYACINTH 
Yes.  Other people.  Other than us? 

DIAMOND 
They’re only on screens. 

HYACINTH 
Right.  Me neither. 

DIAMOND 
Why are you asking this? 

HYACINTTH 
Look. 

(Waves at screen.) 

(Lighting/Sound:  A green disk blinks to life on the wall.) 

DIAMOND 
What’s that? 

HYACINTH 
“Activation Complete.  Injection Protocol Execution 100%.  Erase Procedure Commencing.” 

DIAMOND 
… 

(Laughs.) 

HYACINTH 
Why are you laughing? 

DIAMOND 
That’s not us. 
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HYACINTH 
What? 

DIAMOND 
They didn’t erase us.  That’s a structural remnant.  It’s not connected to any biosystems.  When 
we came In Here, they erased the door behind us.  The programs that operate it were destroyed. 

HYACINTH 
How do you know that? 

DIAMOND 
I found it.  …A long time ago.  We were very young.  It’s been a long time.  That’s why we don’t 
remember.  If you don’t use memories, you loose them. 

HYACINTH 
Why didn’t you tell me? 

DIAMOND 
You weren’t interested in Out There then. 

HYACINTH 
Well, now I am.  Now there’re faces Out There. 

DIAMOND 
…It doesn’t change anything. 

HYACINTH 
So, it’s not connected? 

DIAMOND 
No.  I tried tracing it.  Indirect links to the strucural system.  That’s as far as I got. 

HYACINTH 
Systems registering that something had been erased. 

DIAMOND 
Yes.  Successfully erased. 

HYACINTH 
They locked us in and threw away the key. 

DIAMOND 
We already knew that. 
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HYACINTH 
But now there’re faces!  …Stop laughing at me. 

DIAMOND 
I love you Hyacinth. 

HYACINTH 
I love you, too.  What do they want, do you think? 

DIAMOND 
I don’t know.  But whatever it is…  We can’t give it. 

(Lighting/Sound:  X-ray plunge.  The green disk flickers intermittently.) 

Enter STRANGER and STRANGER 2 via audience 

(Lighting/Sound:  Spotlighting up, revealing STRANGER and STRANGER 2.) 

STRANGER 2 
What good would them being alive do?  Everything they’re waiting for’s gone.  Everything. 

STRANGER 
They could be useful. 

STRANGER 2 
A new interface.  THAT would be useful.  My current model’s glitching.  Incompatible operating 
sytems. 

STRANGER 
Maybe they have one. 

STRANGER 2 
That’s what I’m hoping.  They don’t need to be alive for that.  In fact, it’s probably better if they 
aren’t. 

STRANGER 
But if they ARE— 

STRANGER 2 
That’s a big if. 

STRANGER 
—IF they are.  Think of the knowledge.  Think of the tech. 
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STRANGER 2 
Think of morality.  Think of the greed. 

STRANGER 
But wouldn’t you like to know how they used it? 

STRANGER 2 
I’d rather know how they made it. 

STRANGER 
But— 

STRANGER 2 
I’m looking, aren’t I?  The hacker should be here soon. 

(Lighting/Sound:  Spotlighting down.) 

Exit STRANGER and STRANGER 2 

(Lighting/Sound:  X-ray plunge vanishes in sterile burst as stage illuminates.  The 
green disk is gone.  HYACINTH and DIAMOND lounge together on the couch.  DIAMOND 
wears a headset.) 

CORONA 
There is no new media available. 

HYACINTH 
Why do you keep doing that? 

DIAMOND 
There might be.  …One of these times… 

HYACINTH 
What if it doesn’t?  Change?  What if there’s no new media?  Ever? 

DIAMOND 
Perish the thought. 

HYACINTH 
I’m serious. 
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DIAMOND 
So am I.  …We’ve made it this long.  There’s… always the archives. 

HYACINTH 
That would be terrible, though.  Nothing new to watch.  Ever.  Again. 

DIAMOND 
It would take… a long time to go thru the archives. 

HYACINTH 
Still…  It’s the principle of the matter.  Nothing new.  Ever.  …Where does it come from?  The 
media? 

DIAMOND 
…I don’t know.  In Here, Out There…  Somewhere. 

HYACINTH 
But there’s no one Out There.  …Ok, so there is.  Someone.  Two.  Apparently.  But… I don’t 
think they made it. 

DIAMOND 
Maybe they took it. 

HYACINTH 
How? 

DIAMOND 
It stopped that day. 

HYACINTH 
But how? 

DIAMOND 
I don’t know.  Out There fixes itself.  It will fix itself. 

HYACINTH 
In Here fixes itself. 

DIAMOND 
Exactly. 

HYACINTH 
…Diamond… 
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DIAMOND 
Hmm? 

HYACINTH 
What if it didn’t?  Fix itself?  …What if In Here— 

DIAMOND 
I don’t like thinking about that. 

HYACINTH 
But— 

DIAMOND 
Please. 

HYACINTH 
Ok. 

DIAMOND 
It makes me panic.  Like all the air is squeezing out of my chest. 

Enter STRANGER and STRANGER 2 

HYACINTH 
Diamond… 

DIAMOND 
Yes? 

HYACINTH 
They’re back. 

(Lighting/Sound:  Out Side behind the glass wall illuminates, revealing 
STRANGER and STRANGER 2.  STRANGER 2 holds a strange device.) 

STRANGER 
(Examines the wall.) 

STRANGER 2 
(Waves device slowly across the wall.) 

DIAMOND 
What is that? 
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HYACINTH 
What are they doing? 

CORONA 
Unauthorized transmissions detected.  Lockdown initiated. 

DIAMOND 
What?! 

HYACINTH 
Shit!  Are they trying to get in?! 

DIAMOND 
Stop! 

HYACINTH 
They can’t  hear you! 

DIAMOND 
Stop!! 

CORONA 
Lockdown complete. 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
… 

CORONA 
No intrusion detected. 

HYACINTH 
No intrusion detected. 

DIAMOND 
…No intrusion detected…?  What are they doing? 

STRANGER 2 
(Examines device.  Makes adjustments.  Continues waving.) 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Stare at ceiling, waiting.) 
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CORONA 
… 

STRANGER 2 
It’s a tough one. 

STRANGER 
How so? 

STRANGER 2 
I made contact, but it refused connection.  Now… It’s not responding at all. 

STRANGER 
So there IS something there!? 

STRANGER 2 
Yup.  And it’s playing dead. 

STRANGER 
I knew it! 

STRANGER 2 
It’ll be hard to entice it, now.  I’ve heard of this, but not actually encountered it… 

STRANGER 
And whatever’s in there, is still running? 

STRANGER 2 
Yup. 

STRANGER 
Is there a way to see in?  This is a camou-wall, right? 

STRANGER 2 
In all likelihood, yes. 

STRANGER 
(Peers closely into wall.) 

HYACINTH 
Gyah!  That’s creepy!  Stop doing that! 
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DIAMOND 
They can’t hear you. 

HYACINTH 
(Covers STRANGER’s face on the wall.) 

DIAMOND 
Don’t do that.  You’ll smear the viewscreens. 

HYACINTH 
Go away!  This isn’t fun anymore! 

STRANGER 
How do we get in, if it’s refusing connection? 

STRANGER 2 
Gunpowder.  Dynamite.  …Pneumatic drills. 

STRANGER 
No! 

STRANGER 2 
I’m joking. 

STRANGER 
That would damage it. 

STRANGER 2 
The trick, I’m told, is to make it believe we belong to it. 

STRANGER 
How do we do that? 

STRANGER 2 
(Pulls out and holds up a data-stick.) 

STRANGER 
Ahhh… 

STRANGER 2 
It’s not called a hacker for nothing. 
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HYACINTH 
…What’s that? 

DIAMOND 
… 

STRANGER 2 
(Inserts Data-stick into device.  Waves device over wall.) 

CORONA 
New media detected.  Unauthorized origin.   

DIAMOND 
Hwooooo…. Not good. 

CORONA 
Connection refused. 

DIAMOND 
Hwoooo… Shit.  …shit, shit, shit… 

(Activates wall screen.  Flips rapidly thru screens and images.) 

(Lighting/Sound:  Images and screens shift rapidly at DIAMOND’s touch.  Angry 
red blinking lights dot each display.) 

HYACINTH 
They’re trying to hack us…? 

DIAMOND 
Yeah… 

HYACINTH 
Can they do that? 

DIAMOND 
Apparently… Maybe…  I think we’re gonna find out. 

STRANGER 2 
It’s a slick one, all right. 

STRANGER 
Did you connect? 
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STRANGER 2 
Briefly.  It disengaged again.  I think I’ve got a lead on an audio channel… 

STRANGER 
What’ll that do? 

STRANGER 2 
No idea.  But it might lead somewhere else… 

(Makes more adjustments to device.) 

CORONA 
New media detected.  Unauthorized origin. 

DIAMOND 
Isolate media! 

CORONA 
Unauthorized origin.  Refusing connection. 

DIAMOND 
Desist!  Isolate! 

HYACINTH 
What are you doing?! 

CORONA 
This media’s origin is not authorized.  Refusing connection is recommended. 

DIAMOND 
Override recommendation.  Isolate. 

CORONA 
Calculating Threat Level. 

DIAMOND 
“Threat Level?” 

HYACINTH 
Oooo, Diamond…! 

CORONA 
Threat Level:  Low.  Override accepted. 
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DIAMOND 
Isolate media. 

CORONA 
Media isolated. 

DIAMOND 
Play new media. 

STRANGER 2 
Yes!  We’re in! 

HYACINTH 
What was that? 

DIAMOND 
It’s them. 

STRANGER 
We’re in? 

HYACINTH 
Whoa… 

STRANGER 2 
We’re in… 

STRANGER 
Now what? 

STRANGER 2 
I’m not sure… 

HYACINTH 
It’s them.  They’re out there, we’re here, and we hear them.  That’s creepy. 

DIAMOND 
It’s like watching a video. 

HYACINTH 
But it’s not a video.  Whoa! 
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DIAMOND 
Calm down. 

HYACINTH 
…I’m calm. 

STRANGER 2 
I’m not seeing… any connection options… 

DIAMOND 
Edit Media. 

HYACINTH 
What? 

DIAMOND 
Livestream recording.  Audio only.  Duration Indefinite. 

CORONA 
Calculating Threat Level. 

STRANGER 2 
No exchange hubs… 

HYACINTH 
There’s an interface involved there. 

STRANGER 
What’s an exchange hub? 

STRANGER 2 
Just slang for a hacking point. 

CORONA 
Threat Level:  High.  Edit media command, canceled. 

HYACINTH 
See? 

DIAMOND 
Right… 
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HYACINTH 
Create new media.  Livestream recording.  Audio only.  Duration indefinite. 

CORONA 
Please specify distribution channel. 

HYACINTH 
Current connection. 

CORONA 
Current connection is isolated. 

DIAMOND 
Clone current connection.  Isolate.  Run concurrent. 

CORONA 
Calculating Threat Level. 

STRANGER 2 
It’s like… I’ve walked into an empty room.  And nothing’s there. 

STRANGER 
So, what’s next? 

STRANGER 2 
I don’t know. 

CORONA 
Threat Level:  Moderate.  Creating media.  Livestream activated. 

HYACINTH 
Now what? 

DIAMOND 
Now… we wait. 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Watch STRANGER and STRANGER 2) 

… 

STRANGER 2 
(Adjusts device, intermittently waving…) 

…I’ve not encountered this before.  It’s bizarre. 
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STRANGER 
Why’s it bizarre? 

HYACINTH 
Hello? 

DIAMOND 
Hello! 

HYACINTH 
Can you hear me?  Helloooooo… 

STRANGER 2 
Once you’re in, you can usually keep getting in.  Further and further.  Like squeezing thru 
cracks.  This… has no cracks.  It’s a blank, empty room. 

HYACINTH 
‘Cause I can hear yoooouuuuu…! 

STRANGER 2 
Metaphorically speaking, there should be a door.  Or three. 

DIAMOND 
The doors are upstairs. 

STRANGER 2 
Or a bit of… peeling plaster.  Something. 

HYACINTH 
What’s plaster? 

DIAMOND 
They can’t hear us. 

STRANGER 2 
Plaster, I could pick at.  Maybe make a hole. 

HYACINTH 
What is plaster? 

STRANGER 
So, we’re back where we started. 
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STRANGER 2 
…Yeah… 

HYACINTH 
(Plasters body against wall, obscuring STRANGER’s face.) 

What is plaaaasteeeeerrrr…? 

DIAMOND 
They… might not have speakers… 

HYACINTH 
Whaaaaat?   Nooooo… 

DIAMOND 
Calm down. 

HYACINTH 
I’m looking up plaster. 

DIAMOND 
They should be able to SEE the media.   That it’s there, right?  Even if they can’t play it? 

HYACINTH 
Not if they’re on the wrong screeeeeeeennnnn… 

(Crosses to screens and starts activating images.) 

DIAMOND 
…Damn… 

(Lighting/Sound:  X-ray plunge.  DIAMOND and HYACINTH move in slow 
motion, punctuated by sterile bursts and changing tableaus.  They watch.  They wait.  They get 
coffee, then tea.  They lounge on the couch.  STRANGER and STRANGER 2 also change 
positions.  Waving.  Waiting.  Pondering the device. 

Finally, with a final sterile burst, normal lighting returns.  Outside, a hint of 
sunset is growing.) 

DIAMOND 
This is stupid. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set: A friendly alert.  A small screen in the kitchen area light up.) 
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CORONA 
Your dinner is ready. 

HYACINTH 
It’s an apt analogy, plaster.  For breaking into systems.  I’m glad there’s none of it here.  It’s not 
very strong. 

DIAMOND 
… 

(Goes, gets their dinners, and sets them on the coffee table.) 

STRANGER 
It’s getting dark…. We should head back, soon. 

STRANGER 2 
I feel like I’m missing something. 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
You are! 

HYACINTH 
We’re right here! 

STRANGER 
The path will be dangerous. 

STRANGER 2 
Ok.  I’ll withdraw.  We can come back tomorrow… 

(Adjusts device.) 

DIAMOND 
Please don’t. 

HYACINTH 
Hey! 

DIAMOND 
This is stupid. 

HYACINTH 
So?   …They’re not hurting us.  Think of it as… watching new media. 
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DIAMOND 
Eat your dinner. 

HYACINTH 
…or a Screensaver. 

DIAMOND 
Eat. 

STRANGER 2 
Wait.  What? 

STRANGER 
What? 

STRANGER 2 
Huh? 

STRANGER 
What? 

STRANGER 2 
It says there’re two… 

STRANGER 
Two what? 

STRANGER 2 
Two… probes.  It says I’m probing it twice. 

DIAMOND 
Yeah…  That’s the clone. 

STRANGER 2 
I’m not probing it twice… 

DIAMOND 
No.  You’re not. 

HYACINTH 
Diamond.  Shhhh… Eat. 
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DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Share a look, then abandon their food, rushing to the wall.) 

STRANGER 
Then, what’s the second one? 

STRANGER 2 
If I knew that, I wouldn’t look confused. 

STRANGER 
Sorry. 

DIAMOND 
C’mon.  C’mon… 

HYACINTH 
Access it! 

STRANGER 2 
It looks like… a data feed of some sort.  Disguised to look like ours… 

DIAMOND 
Yes!  Sort of.  That’s kind of right… 

STRANGER 2 
Why? 

DIAMOND 
Ugh.  Does it matter? 

STRANGER 2 
It’s one way.  Read only…  Continual… 

STRANGER 
Can we read it? 

STRANGER 2 
…It’s not reporting back anywhere.  Then what’s the point? 

STRANGER 
Can we read it!? 
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STRANGER 2 
Maybe.  It might hack us. 

HYACINTH 
No, no, no.  It’s—It’s—  It’s isolated.  It can’t do that. 

DIAMOND 
They can’t hear you. 

HYACINTH 
It can’t do anything.  It’s just an innocent little livestream.  Completely harmless. 

STRANGER 
Fascinating as this is, (and I totally mean that), we have to go. 

STRANGER 2 
You’re right. 

STRANGER 
Whatever this is…  It’ll be here tomorrow.  The cliff isn’t going anywhere. 

Exit STRANGER and STRANGER 2 

HYACINTH 
Noooo… 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Stare out the window.  Waiting…) 

… 

CORONA 
Media terminated.  No unauthorized transmissions detected. 

DIAMOND 
Well…  That was anti-climactic…  End livestream. 

CORONA 
Livestream terminated. 

DIAMOND 
…We should eat. 
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HYACINTH. 
I’ve lost my appetite. 

DIAMOND 
…I’m shaking… 

HYACINTH 
(Hugs DIAMOND) 

… 

(Lighting/Sound:  Sterile burst followed by x-ray plunge.) 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Return to couch, and eat half-heartedly.) 

DIAMOND 
(Stops eating.) 

… 
(Hugs HYACINTH.) 

HYACINTH 
… 

(Stands up.  Tugs gently at DIAMOND.) 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Clear their plates and head upstairs.) 

Exit DIAMOND and HYACINTH via Spiral Staircase 

(Lighting/Sound:  X-ray plunge dims.  A pulsing red disk appears on the wall.  Its 
pulse cycles a few times.  Then…) 

(Sound: Friendly alert.) 

(Lighting/Sound:  The pulsing disk turns green.) 

CORONA 
Lockdown terminated. 

(Lighting/Sound:  X-ray plunge vanishes in a sterile burst as normal lighting 
returns.  Evidence of a sunrise paints the horizon.  A small screen in the kitchen illuminates.) 
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Enter DIAMOND via Spiral Staircase 

DIAMOND 
(While drying hair with a towel, retrieves tea and a plate of breakfast biscuits.) 

KitchenPro, make coffee. 

(Sound: A friendly alert dings in acknowledgement.) 

CORONA 
Coffee brewing. 

DIAMOND 
(Arranges tea and plate on coffee table, then flops on couch.) 

Schematic Inquiry:  Structural Item:  Wall Viewer. 

CORONA 
Accessing. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Screen by couch lights up.  Text and schematic images 
flicker and scroll.) 

CORONA 
Interior/exterior-facing, multi-directional, multi-purpose wall unit.  Manufactured by Ion 
Industries, Incorporated.  Model number Q3X1497.  Non-weightbearing functions include:  
Weather protection, light filtration, area-adjustable interactive systems interface, UV absorption, 
black-light absorption, Self-Directing Camouflage, radiation shielding, heat shielding, seasonal 
insulation variance, moisture and air analysis— 

DIAMOND 
Stop.  Inquiry: self-directing camouflage. 

CORONA 
Self-Directing Camouflage:  Ion Industry’s proprietary software driven detection-avoidance 
system.  Using proprietary materials, SDC filters external illumination to provide an 
uninterrupted exterior view while manipulating reflected light frequencies to match those of the 
surrounding environment.  Tactile features and refractal qualities are also mimicked, rendering 
the structure virtually indistinguishable from its environment. 

DIAMOND 
Inquiry:  Is the light we see… original from it’s source? 

Enter HYACINTH via Spiral Staircase 
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CORONA 
The light has been filtered to remove harmful energy frequencies.  The photons that remain are 
original. 

HYACINTH 
What are you doing? 

(Lighting/Sound/Set: Friendly alert.  A small screen in the kitchen area lights up.) 

CORONA 
You’re coffee is ready. 

HYACINTH 
Thank you. 

DIAMOND and CORONA 
You’re welcome. 

DIAMOND 
I’m contemplating our “interior/exterior-facing, multi-directional, multi-purpose wall unit.” 

HYACINTH 
(Retrieves latte and plate of breakfast biscuits.) 

Ok.  The Wall Viewer. 

DIAMOND 
Yeah. 

HYACINTH 
What for? 

DIAMOND 
The light we see is the actual light from out there. 

HYACINTH 
Ok… 

DIAMOND 
So…  With the right program setting…  We could, theoretically…  Let the light from In Here… 
out. 

HYACINTH 
…Why?! 



Endemic Persuasion 40

DIAMOND 
…If we did…  They could…  See.  Us. 

HYACINTH 
(Chokes and splutters.) 

…Huh!?! 

DIAMOND 
If they can’t get the audio, this— 

HYACINTH 
Whoa!  They’ll, heh, get the audio.  Heh.  Uh, somehow.  Um.  This… isn’t a good idea… 

DIAMOND 
Why not? 

HYACINTH 
They don’t know we’re here. 
… 
Ok, so the audio would tell them we’re here. 

DIAMOND 
They’re going to find out.  They’re… trying to hack us. 

HYACINTH 
…yeah. 

DIAMOND 
I’d rather… be in control of that. 

HYACINTH 
Yeah. 

DIAMOND 
You were excited yesterday! 

HYACINTH 
I was!  Yes!  I am!  …It’s… fast!  They, heh… said they were coming back, didn’t they? 

DIAMOND 
Yes.  They did. 
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HYACINTH 
Inquiry:  Is it possible to change… the Wall Viewer settings? 

CORONA 
Yes.  The Wall Viewer is equipped with a wide variety of cutting edge, light-filtration 
capabilities. 

HYACINTH 
Inquiry:  Does one of those settings allow for two-way viewing experiences? 

CORONA 
Multiple two-way viewing settings are available.  Please define. 

DIAMOND 
Interior/Exterior. 

CORONA 
SDC’s Interior/exterior settings are not available. 

DIAMOND 
Why? 

CORONA 
They violate the currently-active Non-Detection Protocols. 

HYACINTH 
Very sensible. 

DIAMOND 
Override Non-Detection Protocols. 

HYACINTH 
Nooooo! 

CORONA 
Command refused. 

DIAMOND 
Nothing overrides the NDPs.  You know that. 

HYACINTH 
I know! 
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DIAMOND 
Calm down. 

(Lighting/Sound:  Sterile burst followed by x-ray plunge.) 

Enter STRANGER and STRANGER 2 via audience 

(Lighting/Sound:  Spotlights up, illuminating STRANGER and STRANGER 2) 

STRANGER 
What do you think we’ll find? 

STRANGER 2 
Something interesting. 

STRANGER 
Well, that’s a given— 

STRANGER 2 
That second signal wasn’t there when we started.  I’d have seen it.  We triggered something.  
Something new. 

STRANGER 
Part of the operating system? 

STRANGER 2 
Possibly.  …Or maybe.  A device that’s not been found before.  THAT is exciting.  I’ve got a 
plan.  I’m gonna grab it.  And worm in, around it.  There’s gotta be a crack there.  When I find it?  
This. 
 (Holds up data-stick #2.) 

STRANGER 
And that’s…? 

STRANGER 2 
A second program.  It’ll run in the background while I’m operating the first. 

STRANGER 
Sneaky. 

STRANGER 2 
Exactly.  Ahh, I love this. 
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(Lighting/Sound:  Spotlights down on STRANGER and STRANGER 2.) 

Exit STRANGER and STRANGER 2 via audience 

(Lighting/Sound:  X-ray plunge vanishes in sterile burst as normal lighting 
resumes.) 

HYACINTH 
I hate this.  Waiting for them to randomly show up. 

DIAMOND 
Eat your breakfaast. 

HYACINTH 
Viewer on.  Watch new. 

CORONA 
There is no new media available. 

HYACINTH 
…right. 

(Exhales a long, audible sigh.  Sips latte.) 
You’re taking up the whole couch. 

DIAMOND 
So? 

HYACINTH 
I want some fruit.  KitchenPro, choose citrus. 

CORONA 
Oranges, limes, and lemons are available. 

HYACINTH 
No nectarines? 

CORONA 
The nectarines are not yet ripe. 

HYACINTH 
Increase fertilization. 
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CORONA 
Command denied.  Fertilization is at optimal levels. 

DIAMOND 
Don’t ruin the fruit. 

HYACINTH 
KitchenPro, choose orange. 

CORONA 
Orange importing. 

HYACINTH 
Thank you. 

DIAMOND and CORONA 
You’re welcome. 

HYACINTH 
You’re insufferable. 

DIAMOND 
I appreciate you, too. 

(Sips tea and eats a biscuit.) 

Enter STRANGER and STRANGER 2 

(Lighting/Sound:  Out Side behind the glass wall illuminates, revealing 
STRANGER and STRANGER 2) 

STRANGER 2 
(Inserts Data-stick #1 into device and begins waving and making adjustments.) 

CORONA 
Unauthorized transmissions detected. 

DIAMOND 
(Coughs and splutters, startled.) 

CORONA 
Lockdown initiated.  Citrus import cancelled. 
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HYACINTH 
WHAT?!  You can’t cancel fruit! 

DIAMOND 
Apparently it can. 

HYACINTH 
This is your fault! 

DIAMOND 
They can’t hear you.  Yet. 

CORONA 
Lockdown complete. 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Wait uneasily, listening…) 

… 

CORONA 
No intrusion detected. 

DIAMOND 
…ok.  …Here we go… 

STRANGER 2 
Here we go!  Fingers crossed. 

STRANGER 
(Crosses fingers.) 

CORONA 
New media detected.  Unauthorized origin.   

DIAMOND 
Isolate media. 

CORONA 
Unauthorized origin.  Refusing connection. 

DIAMOND 
Desist.  Isolate. 
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HYACINTH 
Calm, calm…  Calm… 

CORONA 
This media’s origin is not authorized.  Refusing connection is recommended. 

DIAMOND 
Override recommendation.  Isolate. 

CORONA 
Calculating Threat Level. 

HYACINTH 
Again with the “Threat Level.” 

DIAMOND 
Shhhh…  Nothing’s changed. 

HYACINTH 
It’s unsettling. 

CORONA 
Threat Level:  Low.  Override accepted. 

DIAMOND 
Isolate media. 

CORONA 
Media isolated. 

HYACINTH 
Play new media. 

STRANGER 
Is it there?  The second probe? 

STRANGER 2 
…Not yet.  Give it time.  We don’t know when it actually appeared. 

HYACINTH 
Ooooo, that’s still creepy.  Hearing and seeing them. 
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DIAMOND 
Shhh…  Calm…  Create new media.  Livestream recording.  Audio only.  Duration indefinite. 

CORONA 
Please specify distribution channel. 

HYACINTH 
Clone current connection?  Isolate.  Run concurrent. 

CORONA 
Calculating Threat Level. 

STRANGER 2 
It could’ve been there all day.  Or just for an hour. 

STRANGER 
This is very uncertain. 

STRANGER 2 
Yeah.  But there’s no rushing it. 

CORONA 
Threat Level:  Moderate.  Creating media.  Livestream activated. 

STRANGER 2 
Whoup, there it is. 

STRANGER 
That was fast. 

STRANGER 2 
…A one-way, read only, continual data feed.  Looks just like our probe. 

STRANGER 
That’s… kinda sneaky, when you think about it. 

STRANGER 2 
Sneaky, yes.  But also, obvious. 

DIAMOND 
Hey!  It’s not like I’m TRYING to be sneaky. 
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HYACINTH 
They can’t hear you. 

STRANGER 2 
It’s like, it wants to be noticed. 

(Takes out Data-stick #2.) 
Let’s get this running. 

(Inserts Data-stick #2 into device.) 

HYACINTH 
What’s that? 

DIAMOND 
(Shrugs.) 

… 

STRANGER 
How long will it take? 

STRANGER 2 
No way to know.  Now, to analyze… 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
… 

HYACINTH 
…This is killing me. 

DIAMOND 
Calm, calm… 

HYACINTH 
Calm… 

STRANGER 2 
It looks like audio.  …Which makes sense, since we gatewayed in with an audiofeed… 

STRANGER 
Can we listen to it? 

STRANGER 2 
I suppose.  It’s probably static. 
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STRANGER 
Maybe it’s mindcontrol.  …What? 

STRANGER 2 
You’ve watched too much sci-fi. 

DIAMOND 
Mindcontrol? 

HYACINTH 
Are they talking about Auditory Neurostimulation? 

DIAMOND 
…Nahhhh.  I doubt it. 

HYACINTH 
‘Cause that quite relaxing.  …Calm… 

STRANGER 2 
I’ve routed it to the Voice Memo function.  Let’s see what we’ve got. 

(Presses play on device.) 

STRANGER and STRANGER 2 
(Listen.) 

… 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Freeze, staring at each other.) 

… 

STRANGER 
I don’t hear anything. 

STRANGER 2 
Just white noise.  Damn. 

DIAMOND 
Can you… hear me? 

STRANGER 2 
What? 
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STRANGER 
Holy shit!! 

DIAMOND 
I take it, that’s a yes? 

HYACINTH 
Oh, wow! 

STRANGER 
There’s someone in there! 

HYACINTH 
They can hear us!!  Whoa! 

DIAMOND 
Calm, calm down. 

STRANGER 2 
Hello? 

HYACINTH 
Wow! 

DIAMOND 
Hi.  Um, how’s it going?  Heh.  Out There. 

STRANGER 2 
Uh, fine? 

STRANGER 
Is that an Operating System? 

DIAMOND 
Um, good.  Good.  I’m Diamond— 

STRANGER 
—‘Cause I’ve heard they can speak. 

STRANGER 2 
If it is, I haven’t heard of it.  Not one by that name. 
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DIAMOND 
I’m not an Operating System.  Uh, I’m… a person.  heh.  …And, and this is Hyacinth. 

HYACINTH 
You want me to talk?  I talk!  Helloo!  I’m Hyacinth. 

STRANGER 
There’s two!  Holy Fuck!!! 

STRANGER 2 
… 

STRANGER 
Sorry. 

STRANGER 2 
Do you mind? 

STRANGER 
(Backs off slightly.) 

HYACINTH 
It’s ok.  We’re shocked, too.  And there’s two of us.  Get it? 

DIAMOND 
…That’s a really bad joke.  Does it even qualify? 

HYACINTH 
Heh.  No… heh.  …Sorry…  Calm. 

(Takes a deep breath.) 

DIAMOND 
We were wondering, um…  What you’re doing out there. 

HYACINTH 
Right!  ‘Cause we’ve been watching you, and you’re trying to hack us.  I mean, heh.  That’s what 
it looks like you’re doing.  If not, I apologize, but it really, REALLY, REALLY looks like, that’s 
what you’re doing.  So— 

DIAMOND 
Hyacinth! 
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HYACINTH 
—Yeah!— 

STRANGER 2 
No, we’re hacking you.  You’re right.  That’s exactly what we’re doing. 

HYACINTH 
Hooooooo… 

DIAMOND 
…ok… 

(Goes to Wall Screen.) 
You’re… hacking us. 

(Crosses quickly to couch.) 
Why? 

STRANGER 2 
Because… we want to get in. 

DIAMOND 
Again.  …Why? 

STRANGER 
Places like this have good supplies. 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Exchange confused looks.) 

… 

DIAMOND 
…ok… 

HYACINTH 
But they’re… our supplies. 

STRANGER 
Yeah.  We know that.  The thing is.  Places like this are… usually empty.  So, we’re not usually 
taking them from anyone. 

DIAMOND 
Right…  Well, huh, In Here’s not empty. 
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STRANGER 
Apparently not.  So… 

DIAMOND 
So…  What’s it like?  …Out There? 

STRANGER 
Sunny, warm…  A good day. 

DIAMOND 
Are you… going to stop?  Hacking us? 

STRANGER 
…uh… 

STRANGER 2 
Probably not. 

HYACINTH 
WHY?!! 

STRANGER 2 
Are we really doing this?  Alright.  Listen closely.  Your people stripped the Earth of its 
resources, then sealed themselves underground when the pandemics struck, leaving millions of 
people to die.  You thought saving your own skins was a better use of those resources than 
making medicines and treatments that would benefit the entire population.  So, everytime I find a 
place like this, I feel no qualms, whatsoever, about cracking it open and taking what’s inside. 

HYACINTH 
…Wow…  Did that really happen? 

STRANGER 2 
… 

DIAMOND 
…Have you ever…  Found a place?  With people like us inside? 

STRANGER 2 
…No… 

HYACINTH 
(Gives DIAMOND a brief hug.) 

Shhh… it’s ok.  What do you want…?  Exactly? 
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STRANGER 2 
Everything. 

DIAMOND 
You’d really… take In Here away? 

STRANGER 2 
(Confused.) 

What? 

STRANGER 
Hey.  We need to talk. 

STRANGER 2 
Why? 

STRANGER 
Morality.  And greed.  Put that down. 

STRANGER 2 
Fine. 

(Sets down device.) 

STRANGER and STRANGER 2 
(Walk away, conversing with lowered voices.) 

HYACINTH 
(Crosses to Wall Screen, watching.) 

STRANGER 
They’ve no idea what’s going on. 

STRANGER 2 
They could be playing dumb. 

STRANGER 
If they’re in there, they’ve been in there their entire lives.  They could be second, or third 
generation.  They’ve never talked to anyone else.  They’ve never been outside.  Think of that. 

STRANGER 2 
I’m thinking. 
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STRANGER 
…and? 

STRANGER 2 
I’m trying really hard not to care. 

STRANGER 
They could be helpful.  Think!  Even as a source of knowledge.  We shouldn’t… force our way 
in. 

STRANGER 2 
… 

STRANGER 
At the very least, we should know what happened other times living survivors were found.  So 
we know what to expect. 

STRANGER 2 
It’s pretty much a guarantee they’re psychologically fucked. 

STRANGER 
…Watch your mouth. 

HYACINTH 
They said…  Places like In Here are usually empty.  Why, do you think?  Were the people inside 
dead?  Did they leave?  …Do you think they experienced System Failure!? 

DIAMOND 
I don’t know. 

HYACINTH 
‘Cause that’s bad.  Very bad— 

DIAMOND 
Our System is fine. 

(Lighting/Sound:  Lighting cools abruptly to bright whites and sterile blues.) 

CORONA 
Intrusion detected.   

DIAMOND 
What? 
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CORONA 
Initiating Quarantine.  Preparing System Check. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  All view screens power on.  Charts, images, and code scroll 
rapidly down and across screens.) 

HYACINTH 
Hey! 

CORONA 
Quarantine complete. 

HYACINTH 
Hey!  Out There! 

CORONA 
Virus detected.  NDPs compromised. 

DIAMOND 
(Crosses to screens, snatching up headset.) 

No… 

CORONA 
Attempting sterilization. 

HYACINTH 
You! 

STRANGER 2 
(Looks towards device.) 

HYACINTH 
Yeah, you! 

STRANGER 
Shit!  They can see us! 

HYACINTH 
Whatever you’re doing, stop! 

STRANGER 
We’re not doing anything. 
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HYACINTH 
Yes, you are! 

STRANGER 2 
(Claps hands slowly.) 

Bravo Hacker.  That was relatively fast.  Your little audioprobe made all the difference. 

HYACINTH 
What? 

STRANGER 2 
(Retrieves device.) 

DIAMOND 
They piggybacked the livestream. 

STRANGER 2 
Let’s see…  Ooo.  Self-Directing Camouflage…  That’s promising. 

HYACINTH 
Stop! 

CORONA 
Sterilization complete.  Initiating System Check. 

STRANGER 2 
The first step is always look inside.  Let’s see what were dealing with…  Deactivate all visual 
spectrum light filtration. 

CORONA 
NDP override accepted. 

HYACINTH 
Cancel override! 

CORONA 
Command to Cancel refused.  Adjusting SDC settings. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Out Side brightens as Wall becomes fully transparent.) 

STRANGER 
It was a camou-wall… 



Endemic Persuasion 58

HYACINTH 
(Stares.) 

STRANGER 
Is that…?  It’s people.  Huh.  It’s really people.   …Wow. 

HYACINTH 
You can… 

(Bounds to the Wall in front of STRANGER.) 

STRANGER 
Whoa! 

HYACINTH 
See me!  Ha!  You can really see me!  Ha! 

STRANGER 
Which one are you? 

HYACINTH 
(Jumps back.) 

WHOA!  It made eye contact!  We made eye contact!!  WhooOO!!  It’s another…. It’s not you, 
and it looked at me! 

(Freezes.) 
Calm…  Breathe… 

STRANGER 
It’s ok… 

DIAMOND 
(Begins slowly approaching the Wall Screen and STRANGER 2.) 

… 

HYACINTH 
This is so creepy. 

STRANGER 
Heh.  I suppose it is. 

HYACINTH 
You’re… Pfoooo!  Talking to me.  I can tell, ‘cause… 

(Gestures, referring to their eyes.) 
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STRANGER 
Yeah. 

HYACINTH 
I’m Hyacinth.  …Huhah!  Diamond, we’re talking!  They see us!  They let the light out!  Haha.   
…Diamond? 

DIAMOND 
… 

(Reaches Wall Screen, staring at STRANGER 2.) 

STRANGER 2 
(Steps closer to the Camou-Wall, matching DIAMOND’s stare.) 

DIAMOND 
(Slowly lifts hand and presses it flat against the Wall Screen.) 

STRANGER 2 
(Hesitates, then reaches out, covering DIAMOND’s hand on the Camou-Wall.) 

DIAMOND 
(Looks down at their hands.) 

… 
(Looks up, meeting STRANGER 2’s stare again.) 

STRANGER 2 
(Stares.) 

… 

DIAMOND 
(Stares, imperceptibly trembling.) 

… 

HYACINTH 
…Diamond…? 

DIAMOND 
(Faints.) 

HYACINTH 
Diamond! 

(Rushes to DIAMOND.) 
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(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Sterile burst into x-ray plunge.  HYACINTH reaching for 
and tending to DIAMOND in slow motion while STRANGER rushes to STRANGER 2.  The pair 
drop to their knees, peering thru the Camou-Wall.  Then…) 

(Lighting:  Half-strength sterile burst into Black Out.) 

End Act I 

Intermission 
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Act II 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Slow fade up into the bright whites and cool blues of In 
Here’s Intrusion lighting.  The couch and coffee table have been moved back and are now angled 
towards the Wall Viewer instead of the View Screen.  The couch is angled obtusely, allowing 
occupants to easily look at or ignore the Wall Screen as they choose.  Remnants of breakfast have 
been joined by two more cups, a bowl of snacks, and DIAMOND’s headset.) 

(HYACINTH sits, watching STRANGER and STRANGER 2, gently cradling 
DIAMOND, who faces away, ignoring the Wall Screen as much as possible.) 

HYACINTH 
(Stares at STRANGER and STRANGER 2.) 

… 
(Then…) 

Are you alright now? 

DIAMOND 
…I don’t know. 

HYACINTH 
(Hugs DIAMOND.) 

DIAMOND 
(Breathes deeply.) 

…I apologize. 

STRANGER 2 
It’s alright.  It’s normal.  Like I said…. They’re psychologically fucked. 

STRANGER 
Hey. 

STRANGER 2 
I’ve read about this.  You’ve been alone, in an unchanging environment, for decades.  
Everything’s predictable.  Suddenly two new people show up, and a bunch of change happens.  
Your brain can’t handle the stimuli.  Anxiety, stress.  …Sensory overload.  …Eye contact’s a big 
one. 

HYACINTH 
We’re not alone. 



Endemic Persuasion 62

STRANGER 2 
By now, you know each other so well, you might as well be. 

DIAMOND 
It makes sense.  I know you…  Ever since they showed up.  …I could feel it happening. 

HYACINTH 
Diamond… 

(Hugs DIAMOND.) 

STRANGER 2 
And you.  Hyacinth.  You’re co-dependent, aren’t you? 

HYACINTH 
Hey! 

STRANGER 2 
Could you exist without Diamond? 

HYACINTH 
What? 

DIAMOND 
Stop. 

(Turns, glaring at STRANGER 2.) 
I dislike your tone.  I’ve studied a great many things, including psychology and neuroscience. 

(Turns away again.) 
…It would’ve been impossible…  To avoid being co-dependent, after living together for so long. 

HYACINTH 
It’s not a bad thing.  It’s survival. 

DIAMOND 
Contrary to what you seem to think, we’re not ignorant.  Do we know what’s been happening 
Out Side?  No.  But we know what was, and how things used to be.  Our knowledge base is 
considerable. 

STRANGER 2 
So— 

DIAMOND 
That’s what you’re after, isn’t it? 
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STRANGER 2 
—You DO have a backbone.  Hah!  That’s good. 

DIAMOND 
You realize, I let you in? 

HYACINTH 
(Hugs DIAMOND.) 

Shhhhhh… 

STRANGER 2 
Yeah? 

DIAMOND 
(Looks at STRANGZER 2.) 

… 
(Turns away.) 

Yes. 

STRANGER 
Hey, stop it.  There’s no point picking a fight. 

HYACINTH 
We didn’t have to reach out.  You’d hit a dead end.  We heard you.  …An empty room, with no 
doors.  Well, the room’s not empty. 

DIAMOND 
Shhhh… 

(Hugs HYACINTH.) 
It’s ok. 

STRANGER 
What have you got in there?  Technologically speaking? 

DIAMOND 
Changing the subject?  Sure.  Environmental systems, maintenance systems, living quarters, 
agricultural units.  Hard-drives. 

STRANGER 
And… Access…? 

DIAMOND 
Access?  …Yes. 
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STRANGER 2 
Access to what? 

STRANGER 
The Global Archive System. 

STRANGER 2 
Well, that’s a given. 

STRANGER 
No.  Most of these places are abandoned.  Broken interfaces.  Equipment degradation.  Kill 
codes… 

HYACINTH 
You want the archives?  Ha ha!  That’s funny! 

STRANGER 
Why? 

(Sound:  Friendly alert.) 

CORONA 
System Check Complete.  Virus neutralized.  Quarantine Protocols stable. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Bright whites and cool blues subside as In Here’s lighting 
flashes back to normal.) 

STRANGER 2 
Is that your OS? 

DIAMOND 
…Yes. 

STRANGER 2 
Fascinating…  What brand is it?  What’s the version number? 

DIAMOND 
Ask it yourself. 

STRANGER 2 
Right… 

(Adjusts device.) 
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HYACINTH 
You won’t get anywhere. 

STRANGER 2 
I wasn’t expecting to… 

CORONA 
NDP’s remain compromised.  Assessing repair options. 

DIAMOND 
(Retrieves headset from coffee table.) 

Command:  Change Settings:  Status Report:  Make Private.  Execute. 

HYACINTH 
…You’re still hacking us? 

STRANGER 2 
Of course. 

CORONA 
Authorization required. 

HYACINTH 
Can’t we just… talk instead? 

DIAMOND 
I’ll be right back. 

Exit DIAMOND via Spiral Staircase. 

STRANGER 2 
…You’re incredibly naive. 

HYACINTH 
What does that mean? 

STRANGER 
Stop it. 

HYACINTH 
We haven’t done anything to you. 
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STRANGER 
Hey.  You shouldn’t bait them. 

STRANGER 2 
That one’s pissing me off. 

STRANGER 
‘That one’ has a name. 

HYACINTH 
I’m Hyacinth. 

(Sound: Friendly alert.) 

CORONA 
Authorization accepted.  All future Status Reports will be displayed on authorized visual 
interfaces. 

STRANGER 
Why did you laugh when I asked about the archives? 

HYACINTH 
Ha!  Because it’s big.  …No.  Really.  It’s Big.  I mean, BIG! 

STRANGER 
So?  That’s why— 

HYACINTH 
No, no, no.  It’s Sooooo Big! 

STRANGER 
… 

HYACINTH 
You can’t—You can’t find anything.  It’s completely unorganized.  They dumped the Entire 
Internet onto a handful of Super-servers.  “We’ll back it up!  Then get back to it!”  —NEVER got 
back to it!!  “We’ll give EVERYONE access to EVERYTHING!  That’ll solve 
EVERYTHING!!”  —Didn’t solve a damn thing.  “Someone with too much time on their hands 
will figure it out.”  —No one has that much time on their hands. 

STRANGER 
I take it, you know from experience. 
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HYACINTH 
Ohhhhhh…. You’ve no idea.  It’s SO big.  Unless you already know what you’re searching for, 
it’s impossible to find it. 

STRANGER 2 
I’ve changed my mind.  You’re not incredibly naive.  You’re dangerously friendly. 

HYACINTH 
…Thank you? 

STRANGER 
Have you ever successfully found something? 

HYACINTH 
Once or twice.  There’s just so much.  It’s like you’re grasping inference from inane little details.  
Only it’s ideas you haven’t thought of, and you’re grasping thought— 

(Freezes.) 
… 
What was I saying? 

(Stares at STRANGER 2.) 
…It’s like hacking.  Only instead of getting inside when you find the crack…  You become 
someone else. 

(Turns abruptly away, breathing heavily.) 
… 

(Glares at STRANGER 2.) 
Get out of our Operating System.  

STRANGER 2 
Holy shit. 

HYACINTH 
Get out.  Before I make you. 

STRANGER 
Let’s talk about something else.  …You’re scaring me. 

HYACINTH 
… 

(Turns away again, breathing heavily.)  

STRANGER 
Are you alright? 
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HYACINTH 
Diamond…? 

STRANGER 
Diamond’s upstairs. 

HYACINTH 
Why couldn’t you just be nice?  Why’d you have to threaten us? 

STRANGER 
I can’t do this. 

(Takes device from STRANGER 2.) 
We’re leaving. 

STRANGER 2 
Very well.  I need to do some more research. 

HYACINTH 
…You’ll come back? 

STRANGER and STRANGER 2 
(Exchange looks.) 

STRANGER 
Yes. 

HYACINTH 
Good.  …Good. 

Exit STRANGER and STRANGER 2 

HYACINTH 
(Stands quietly, then crosses to Wall Screen and activates interface.) 

Enter DIAMOND via Spiral Staircase 

DIAMOND 
(Stops, seeing STRANGER and STRANGER 2 gone.) 

They left. 

HYACINTH 
(Still looking at screens…) 

…They said I scared them.  How are you doing? 
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DIAMOND 
I laid down for a moment.  The Iris Scan’s bright light— 

HYACINTH 
Gives you a headache. 

DIAMOND 
Yes. 

HYACINTH 
…You should rest. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Sterile burst into x-ray plunge.  DIAMOND crosses to 
couch, lying down while HYACINTH works at the screens in slow motion.) 

Enter STRANGER and STRANGER 2 via audience 

(Lighting/Sound:  Spotlights up, illuminating STRANGER and STRANGER 2.) 

STRANGER 2 
That was a complete personality shift. 

STRANGER 
Yeah. 

STRANGER 2 
They’re insane. 

STRANGER 
I don’t think so. 

STRANGER 2 
No?  No.  What’s insane is that when Hyacinth threatened to make us leave, I believed it.  I’ve 
been a hacker my whole life.  But them?  Their lives are ruled by computers.  They fucking 
hacked the Archive.  Did it drive them mad, doing it?  Maybe.  But there’s no doubt in my 
mind…  (Indicates Device.)  They could break this.  Shit! 

STRANGER 
So, they really did let us in? 

STRANGER 2 
Yes. 
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STRANGER 
Then let’s do things my way.  Negotiate.  Maybe they’ll want to come out.  Just treat them like 
equals.  No animosity.  That they’re alive is a gift. 

STRANGER 2 
That’s exactly what I’m afraid of.  Unwarranted hero worship. 

STRANGER 
I’m not worshipping them.  I’m stating a fact.  And for Morality’s sake?  Tearing them down is as 
bad as putting them on pedestals. 

STRANGER 2 
Fucking Morality.  Shit. 

(Lighting/Sound:  Spotlights down on STRANGER and STRANGER 2.) 

Exit STRANGER and STRANGER 2 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  X-ray plunge vanishes in sterile burst as In Here’s normal 
lighting resumes.  DIAMOND remains at couch, picking at snacks and tea.  HYACINTH paces 
restlessly thru the space, watching…) 

HYACINTH 
I still want my fruit. 

DIAMOND 
The System’s still in Lockdown. 

HYACINTH 
Lockdown cancelled my Citrus.  What does that even mean? 

DIAMOND 
Inquiry.  What does “Lockdown” entail? 

CORONA 
System Settings have been changed.  If you have a request, please use Direct Address protocols. 

HYACINTH 
Seriously? 

DIAMOND 
… 
Corona.  What does “Lockdown” entail? 
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CORONA 
Lockdown parameters:  Enhanced water recycling.  Reduced bandwidth.  Minimization of non-
essential system-use.  Luxury items are currently not available. 

HYACINTH 
What’s a luxury item? 

CORONA 
Luxury items are items not essential to survival. 

DIAMOND 
Corona.  Give examples of “Luxury Items”. 

CORONA 
Luxury items include:  Espresso beans, steak-substitute, alcohol, chocolate— 

HYACINTH 
Nooo!  I worked sooooooo hard cultivating those beans! 

CORONA 
—fresh greens and fresh fruit— 

DIAMOND 
Steak substitute?  We’ve been eating “Steak Substitute.” 

HYACINTH 
That explains the Citrus cancellation… 

DIAMOND 
I wonder what real steak is? 

CORONA 
Steak is made from the raw flesh of living herd animals. 

DIAMOND 
That doesn’t sound sanitary. 

HYACINTH 
Corona.  How do we end Lockdown? 

CORONA 
Lockdown will disengage automatically when no threat has been detected during a specific time 
interval.  There are currently 8 hours and 23 minutes remaining. 
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HYACINTH 
8 hours without fruit. 

DIAMOND 
8 hours without lattes. 

HYACINTH 
…Nooooo… 

DIAMOND 
Wait…  Corona.  Do “Luxury Items” include tea? 

CORONA 
Tea is currently categorized as a Luxury item. 

DIAMOND 
Be still, my Heart. 

(Collapses on couch.) 

HYACINTH 
(Collapses on DIAMOND.) 

Corona.  What beverages are currently available? 

CORONA 
The Lockdown beverage menu includes:  Water, sparkling water, mineral water, and Electrolyte-
Infused water. 

DIAMOND 
Get off me. 

HYACINTH. 
No.  Are we having fun yet? 

DIAMOND 
(Starts laughing.) 

HYACINTH 
Good. 

DIAMOND 
(Finishes laughing.) 

We’re going to have to do something about the Lockdown Parameters.  ‘Cause if you lose coffee 
everytime they stop by for a chat…  I’ll go insane.  …I love you, Hyacinth. 
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HYACINTH 
I love you, too. 

DIAMOND 
Corona.  End Lockdown. 

CORONA 
Command refused. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Sterile burst into X-ray plunge.  DIAMOND and 
HYACINTH settle more comfortably on the couch.) 

Enter STRANGER and STRANGER 2 via audience 

(Lighting/Sound: Spotlights up, illuminating STRANGER and STRANGER 2.  
They both hold tablet devices.) 

STRANGER 
I don’t think they’re from the last wave.  I’m not finding references to visual interfaces.  You saw 
DIAMOND’s head piece? 

STRANGER 2 
I saw it, and I want it. 

STRANGER 
Yeah, well… 

STRANGER 2 
And I agree.  They’re definitely higher tech than the last wave.  5th wave, maybe.  Possibly 4th.  
…The Great Catastrophe… 

STRANGER 
The farther back you go, the better the tech. 

STRANGER 2 
Economic disruption’s a bitch. 

STRANGER 
Diamond mentioned agricultural units.  I don’t see mentions of that anywhere.  Just, protein 
synthesis… 
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STRANGER 2 
Could be under a different name.  …The best way to tell’s from the Operating System.  These 
hidey holes had too many fancy, custom gadgets. 

STRANGER 
Is that a hint of jealousy, I detect? 

STRANGER 2 
More than a hint.  …Have you found any… psychological notes? 

STRANGER 
Not much.  Anxiety.  Difficulty with change, which Diamond showed us in a quite dramatic 
fashion.  Fear of open spaces when they go outside.  Co-dependence.  Frequent mentions of what 
people out here characterize as a disturbingly blind trustfulness… 

STRANGER 2 
But no multiple personality disorders?  No psychosis? 

STRANGER 
Not that I’ve found.  It is worth noting, the higher tech the safe-house, the more difficulty 
inhabitants have— 

STRANGER 2 
—Adjusting to a low tech environment.  Yeah, I found that, too. 

STRANGER 
You know?  I don’t even know what I’m looking for. 

STRANGER 2 
You think we should just ask?  They won’t tell us. 

STRANGER 
You don’t know that. 

STRANGER 2 
Huh.  Knowing the Operating System, would potentially help me hack it.  That’s a secret they’ll 
keep.  They’d be idiots not to. 

STRANGER 
They don’t strike me as idiots. 

STRANGER 2 
No.  But they’re curious.  And that’ll keep them talking. 
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STRANGER 
…What are you thinking? 

STRANGER 2 
(Smiles.) 

(Lighting/Sound:  Spotlights down on STRANGER and STRANGER 2.) 

Exit STRANGER and STRANGER 2 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  X-ray plunge vanishes in sterile burst.  Out Side shows the 
fading glow of twilight.  A pulsing red disk appears on the wall.) 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Both wearing headsets, contemplate the darkening view.) 

(Sound:  Friendly Alert.) 

(Lighting/Sound:  The pulsing disk turns green.) 

CORONA 
Lockdown terminated. 

DIAMOND 
They never came back. 

HYACINTH 
They said they would. 

CORONA 
Processing interrupted commands.  Orange importing. 

HYACINTH 
It’s bedtime.  Corona.  Cancel citrus. 

CORONA 
Citrus import canceled. 

DIAMOND 
Corona.  Cancel cancel citrus. 

CORONA 
Cancel citrus canceled.  Orange importing. 
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HYACINTH 
Why’d you do that? 

DIAMOND 
Just save it for tomorrow.  They might come back.  From now on… we have to plan ahead. 

HYACINTH 
Oooo…. That’s smart.  What else won’t go bad overnight? 

DIAMOND 
KitchenPro, make Tea.  Half gallon. 

HYACINTH 
Half a gallon! 

CORONA 
Water heating. 

DIAMOND 
Enough for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  And everything in between. 

HYACINTH 
Huh.  Wow.  You’re an addict. 

DIAMOND 
Hah. 

HYACINTH 
Ok, I’m one, too.  KitchenPro, make coffee.  One quart. 

CORONA 
Coffee queuing. 

DIAMOND 
… 

HYACINTH 
…What?  Milk takes longer to refresh than tea. 

DIAMOND 
…I hadn’t thought about that. 
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HYACINTH 
Well, I’m a addict.  So I always think about that.  I never have more than a quart.  Unless there’s 
a surplus. 

DIAMOND 
Then we should expand production. 

HYACINTH 
Corona won’t let me.  The daily health recommendations for coffee beans are maxed out.  
There’s no point upping the milk. 

(Lighting/Sound:  Friendly alert.  Screen in kitchen lights up.) 

CORONA 
Your orange is ready. 

HYACINTH 
(Retrieves orange.) 

It’s amazing, isn’t it?  We used to think about this all the time.  Now we take it for granted.  I 
remember… 

DIAMOND 
Unlocking citrus the first time? 

HYACINTH 
And coffee.  And chocolate. 

DIAMOND 
That was exciting. 

HYACINTH 
Yes.  I wish there was more to unlock.  Having something to work towards. 

DIAMOND 
It’s a bit like this.  Not knowing what to expect.  Only knowing… that whatever it is will not hurt 
you. 

HYACINTH 
(Low and intense.) 

That’s exciting, too, though. 
(Turns away, breathing heavily. 
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DIAMOND 
…Hyacinth. 

HYACINTH 
…sorry. 

(Sets orange on the coffee table.) 
I’m going to workout. 

DIAMOND 
You worked out this morning. 

HYACINTH 
I won’t sleep otherwise. 

DIAMOND 
(Watches HYACINTH.) 

Exit HYACINTH via Spiral Staircase 

DIAMOND 
… 

(Contemplates Wall Screen, then contemplates orange.  Picks up orange and 
crosses to Wall Screen, looking out.) 

CORONA 
Adjusting filtration settings. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  In Here’s lighting dims as Out Side brightens, enhancing the 
twilight view.) 

DIAMOND 
(Staring Out Side.) 

…You said you’d come back.  Don’t you— 
(Stops, taking several deep, calming breaths.) 

Just… come back. 

CORONA 
Playing Night Sounds. 

(Sound:  Night Sounds filter slowly thru the theatre for a few beats.  Then…) 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Sterile burst followed by x-ray plunge.  Small screens in 
Kitchen area lights up.) 
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DIAMOND 
(Replaces Orange on coffee table, then removes a half-gallon pitcher and two 

cups from a Kitchen screen.) 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Kitchen screen dims as DIAMOND removes pitcher, then 
re-lights.) 

DIAMOND 
(Meticulously arranges items on the counter, then removes a quart pitcher from 

the Kitchen screen, along with several small plates from the remaining lit screens.  Meticulously 
arranges two plates on the coffee table, then clears yesterday’s cups and plates, deliberately 
leaving the unfinished bowl of protein snacks.  Surveys the spread for a moment, then returns to 
Kitchen area, fills a cup with tea and returns to the couch.) 

(Sips the tea, then sits, carefully angling away from Out Side.) 

Enter STRANGER and STRANGER 2 

CORONA  
Lockdown complete. 

(Lighting/Sound:  Night Sounds end as X-ray plunge vanishes in sterile burst.  
Normal In Here lighting resumes.  Out Side shows as early morning sunrise.) 

STRANGER and STRANGER 2 
(Stand close to the Camou-Wall, staring at orange.) 

STRANGER 
Where did you get that? 

STRANGER 2 
Those things are out of season. 

DIAMOND 
Like I said, yesterday.  We have agricultural units. 

STRANGER 
What exactly is an agricultural unit? 

DIAMOND 
It’s a room for growing things.  Only we can’t actually visit it. 

STRANGER 
Why not? 
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DIAMOND 
Quarantine protocols. 

STRANGER 2 
Can’t, or won’t? 

DIAMOND 
Can’t.  It is… physically inaccessible. 

STRANGER 2 
What if it breaks? 

DIAMOND 
That’s what maintenance units are for. 

STRANGER 
What if those break? 

DIAMOND 
Multiple units.  Protective redundancies.  …Repair machines. 

STRANGER 
What are you drinking? 

DIAMOND 
Tea. 

STRANGER 
You have tea?!  Is it artificial? 

DIAMOND 
(Looks at STRANGER.) 

No.  It’s… 
(Looks away again.) 

…made from tea leaves.  Hyacinth prefers coffee. 

STRANGER 2 
Where is Hyacinth? 

DIAMOND 
(Looks briefly at STRANGER 2.) 

Working out.  You came over quite early. 
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STRANGER 2 
You were already waiting for us. 

DIAMOND 
Heh.  True. 

STRANGER 
How do you work out? 

DIAMOND 
Exercise equipment.  Another room. 

STRANGER 2 
How much space do you have? 

DIAMOND 
Enough.  Listen… 

STRANGER 
We’re listening. 

DIAMOND 
…Whatever you want— 

Enter HYACINTH via Spiral Staircase 

HYACINTH 
(Excessively energized, with wet hair and a towel drapped across neck.) 

Hey, hey, hey…!  Here I am!  I see you, you see me…!  This is the happy ‘Talk to People’ dance! 
(Does an energetic happy dance.) 

STRANGER 
Good morning, Hy— 

HYACINTH 
(Bounds to the Wall Screen, pressing close to STRANGER and STRANGER 2.) 

Hellooo, people! 
(Peers intently for a moment, then darts away again.) 

Whoooo!  That’s still eerie. 

DIAMOND 
Calm down. 
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HYACINTH 
What were you staring at?  …Nothing.  Riiiight… 

DIAMOND 
(Swats at HYACINTH.) 

Stop it. 

HYACINTH 
How ‘bout you? 

STRANGER 
We were talking about the orange. 

HYACINTH 
Ahh! 

(Picks up orange.) 
That’s my breakfast.  Part of my breakfast.  That was a good idea, ordering things last night, 
before they get here. 

(Picks over the plates, deftly selecting breakfast biscuits.) 

DIAMOND 
Calm down… 

STRANGER 
You order food? 

HYACINTH 
Yup.  And every time our OS detects your transmission, things like oranges get cancelled… 

DIAMOND 
Luxury items become temporarily unavailable. 

STRANGER 2 
Sounds like a safety program. 

HYACINTH 
Exactly.  And what Diamond doesn’t know is, I couldn’t sleep.  So I came down earlier, and I’ve 
already drunk my entire day’s coffee ration.  Just kidding.  It’s still over there.  I know you 
checked. 

DIAMOND 
Hyacinth… 

(Firmly grips HYACINTH’s wrist.) 
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DIAMOND-Continued 
…please… 

HYACINTH 
(Abruptly stills, then takes several deep breaths.) 

…Sorry.  I’ll get my coffee. 
(Goes to Kitchen area and pours coffee.  Puts cup into a screen.) 

Heat Setting:  Hot, but Drinkable. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Screen with coffee lights up.) 

STRANGER 2 
I take it, you’re morning people? 

DIAMOND 
Yes, heh.  We are both morning people.  But the view’s more interesting at night.  All the stars 
come out. 

(Lighting/Sound:  Friendly alert.  Screen with coffee darkens.) 

HYACINTH 
(Removes coffee from screen and returns, settling comfortably on couch.  Twines 

an arm familiarly about DIAMOND and sips coffee.) 

DIAMOND 
(Leans into HYACINTH.) 

Thank you. 

HYACINTH 
My pleasure. 

STRANGER 
Are you lovers? 

STRANGER 2 
For Heaven’s sake.  What kind of a question is that? 

HYACINTH 
What do you mean? 

STRANGER 
Do you… sleep… together…? 
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HYACINTH 
Well.  There’s only one bed. 

DIAMOND 
(Lowers voice.) 

I think they’re asking about Recreational Intercourse. 

HYACINTH 
Ohhh. 

DIAMOND and HYACINTH 
(Laugh.) 

STRANGER 2 
I’m pretending I didn’t hear that. 

DIAMOND 
A certain amount of physical contact is required to maintain mental health. 

STRANGER 2 
Changing the subject. 

DIAMOND 
That’s why there are two of us.  It would be cruel, to put someone In Here, all alone. 

HYACINTH 
Shhhhh…  It’s ok. 

(Gives DIAMOND a squeeze.) 

STRANGER 
How long have there only been two of you? 

STRANGER 2 
Thank you! 

DIAMOND 
I don’t know what you mean? 

STRANGER 
What happened to your parents?  The rest of your family?  You are siblings, right? 

HYACINTH 
…Are we? 
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DIAMOND 
… 

STRANGER 2 
How long has your genetic line been in there, is what we’re getting at. 

DIAMOND 
…I don’t know. 

HYACINTH 
We, heh, don’t remember.  Sorry. 

STRANGER 
You don’t remember your parents? 

HYACINTH 
Memory’s a tricky thing. 

DIAMOND 
It’s always been just us. 

STRANGER 
You were put in here as babies? 

STRANGER 2 
That’s not possible. 

DIAMOND 
Uhhh— 

STRANGER 
Do you know which Outbreak you were hiding from? 

DIAMOND 
Outbreak?  Now I’m curious.  How many Outbreaks were there?  

STRANGER 2 
A dozen, at least.  Actually, far more.  But only the first few really count. 

STRANGER 
Each one destablized the economy.  Damaged infrastructure.  They came so close together, there 
wasn’t time to rebuild.  Industry fragmented.  Techonology was lost.  Population plummeted. 
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DIAMOND 
Then Society collapsed. 

STRANGER 2 
Several times over.  Pandemics, Global Warming…  Massive weather events. 

DIAMOND 
And you blame us.  You said so yesterday. 

STRANGER 2 
People like you, yes.  The ones who put you in there. 

DIAMOND 
I don’t remember them. 

STRANGER 2 
Of course you don’t.    It was hundreds of years ago.  Way before your time. 

DIAMOND 
…  

HYACINTH 
What is “Our Time,” I wonder? 

STRANGER 2 
That’s what we’re trying to figure out. 

DIAMOND 
Towering buildings… Shining steel…  And glass…  …Sorry.  Distracted. 

STRANGER 2 
It’s alright. 

HYACINTH 
(Laughs.) 

They’re trying to infer our Operating System. 

DIAMOND 
What? 

HYACINTH  
You think that knowing when In Here was built will help you narrow down which brand and 
version of software we’re running.  Clever. 
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DIAMOND 
Is that true? 

HYACINTH 
It’s a little obvious. 

STRANGER 2 
So much for “blind trustfulness.”  You caught me. 

HYACINTH 
Can’t we all just, get along?  Live and Let Live?  That sort of thing.  Or in your case, “Live and 
let Die!”  Bearrrrm bup bearrrrrrrmp! 

DIAMOND 
Hyacinth!!  I’m sorry.  We have lots of media archives. 

STRANGER 
No, it’s alright.  We are being underhanded.  I freely admit that. 

HYACINTH 
We can’t let you In Here. 

STRANGER 2 
That’s a matter of opinion. 

HYACINTH 
No.  There is literally no door. 

STRANGER 
What? 

DIAMOND 
Hyacinth’s telling the truth. 

(Looks briefly at STRANGER.) 
…And since we’re being honest with one another, I will tell you this.  If you force your way In 
Here— 

HYACINTH 
(Hugs Diamond.) 

DIAMOND 
—I will make sure that every single thing you hoped to gain from In Here is destroyed. 
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STRANGER 2 
Huuu…  You’re that afraid of coming outside? 

DIAMOND 
No.  We’re not allowed Out There. 

STRANGER 
That’s not true. 

DIAMOND 
… 

(Looks at STRANGER.) 
I’m afraid it is. 

(Looks away.) 

STRANGER 
Why do you believe that? 

HYACINTH 
(Laughs.) 

It’s not a matter of belief.  It simply is.  We are the Children of Corona. 

STRANGER 2 
What did you say? 

HYACINTH 
Corona!  Identify:  System, Brand, and Version. 

CORONA 
Ion Industries, Luxury Safe-House Corona Operating System, Customized version 1.3.1.115. 

HYACINTH 
Corona!  What is your purpose? 

CORONA 
Primary Function:  To safeguard and preserve genetically superior, and/or modified, Specimens 
of Humanity by providing a healthy, enriching, and digitally-interconnected environment. 

DIAMOND 
That’s enough. 

STRANGER 2 
Did it say “genetically modified?” 
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HYACINTH 
“Genetically superior and/or modifed.”  Corona, who are your specimens? 

DIAMOND 
I said, that’s enough!  Corona, mute. 

CORONA 
… 

STRANGER 
You are… incredibly arrogant.  Aren’t you? 

HYACINTH 
(Sips coffee.) 

So sue me. 

STRANGER 2 
That’s terminology from the 21st century. 

STRANGER 
You just told us your Operating System. 

HYACINTH 
Because knowing it won’t help you.  You’d have figured it out in a year or two anyway.  I’m a 
fan of speeding things up. 

STRANGER 
This isn’t a game. 

HYACINTH 
Hah.  I’m not the one playing games. 

STRANGER 2 
That’s not what it looks like from out here. 

HYACINTH 
I’m taking this deadly serious. 

(Breathes deeply and heavily.) 
But that doesn’t mean… I’m not having fun. 

DIAMOND 
…Hyacinth… 
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HYACINTH 
…You can’t imagine …the boredom.   

STRANGER 
Yes, we can.  Let us— 

HYACINTH 
No.  You cannot.  …We’ve had… centuries.  To prepare… for you. 

STRANGER 2 
Centuries…? 

HYACINTH 
(Jumps up.) 

Corona, unmute.  Command:  Change Settings:  Status Report:  Make Public.  Execute. 

CORONA 
Authorization required. 

HYACINTH 
(Retrieves and puts on headset.) 

Authorization:  Hyacinth. 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Headset blazes briefly with white light.) 

CORONA 
Iris scan successful.  Authorization accepted. 

HYACINTH 
Status Report! 

CORONA 
All systems operating at 100%.  Recent viral intrusion: neutralized.  NDPs: Stabile.  Two-way 
encrypted audio transmission: Isolated and Sterilized. 

DIAMOND 
You took control of the NDPs…? 

HYACINTH. 
Yes!  You gave us the Gateway we needed. 



Endemic Persuasion 91

STRANGER 2 
(Pulls out and adjusts Device.) 

It doesn’t look any different from yesterday. 

HYACINTH 
You think I’d let you know?  Before it was ready?  As we speak, millions of viruses are 
infiltrating your communications network with the precise intent of giving access to any of 
Corona’s Children who happen to detect them.  I’ve already released a message telling them 
what to look for. 

STRANGER 2 
Oh, Hyacinth.  Our network’s not that robust.  It won’t make it further than this mountain.  And 
there’s no one left to detect it. 

DIAMOND 
…What? 

STRANGER 
You called yourselves… Children of Corona.  That’s before the first wave.  They left the safe 
houses years ago. 

DIAMOND 
No…  No.  That’s not true. 
  

STRANGER 
That’s… how Survivors first learned safe-houses existed.  Everyone was sharing, how the 
plagues were over, and people started coming out, saying it was safe again.  Some of those 
people called themselves, Children of Corona. 

DIAMOND 
They wouldn’t—They couldn’t— 

(Looks at STRANGER and STRANGER 2.  Breathes deeply, staring.) 
… 

STRANGER 
They did. 

DIAMOND 
(Looks away.) 

…Then they’re dead. 

STRANGER 
Yes. 



Endemic Persuasion 92

DIAMOND 
The Telomere gene that defies aging compromises immune function.  We can’t go out.  Why 
would they go out? 

(Cries.) 

STRANGER 
…hey… 

HYACINTH 
That wasn’t a smart thing to say.  You should have kept that to yourself.  Damn you. 

DIAMOND 
(To STRANGER.) 

You don’t… think there’s more of us… do you? 

HYACINTH 
There are, and we’ll find them. 

DIAMOND 
(Gets up unsteadily.) 

I need to lay down. 
(Starts to leave.) 

HYACINTH 
(Watches DIAMOND, then staggers up, doubled over, breathing heavily.) 

… 
(Stills abruptly.  Then… chuckles quietly.) 

STRANGER 2 
Shit… 

HYACINTH 
(Straightens abruptly, displaying self arrogantly toward the Wall Viewer.) 

We are the Children of Corona!  Hah! 

DIAMOND 
(Freezes by stairs, back to HYACINTH.) 

…Hyacinth. 

HYACINTH 
Hah! 

(Abruptly turns, stalking smoothly to DIAMOND.) 
We… are the Children of Corona! 
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HYACINTH-Continued 
(Firmly yet gently, turns DIAMOND around.) 

DIAMOND 
… 

HYACINTH 
(Kisses DIAMOND passionately and lingeringly.) 

DIAMOND 
Hyacinth…! 

(Clings to HYACINTH desperately.) 

HYACINTH 
(Gently yet firmly disengages.  DIAMOND remains focused on HYACINTH as 

they turn as one.  HYACINTH leads, displaying them deliberately before the Wall Viewer.  
HYACINTH shifts attention to STRANGER and STRANGER 2 while maintaining physical 
contact with DIAMOND.  Then speaks with absolute calm and eerie certainty.) 
We are the Children of Corona.  We are the pinnacle of 21st Century Evolution.  We are perfect.  
But we are fragile.  We can never die.  And we can never leave.  That’s why we’re still here.  
Because even if they say we can leave, we cannot.  Because they are lying.  Even if they don’t 
know it.  That’s why we are here.  Because they said we could, and we didn’t.  Because they 
were lying.  And they didn’t know it.  So we stayed.  And you’re saying, everyone left.  And 
everyone died.  Except for us. 

(Turns away, breathing heavily.) 
…What was I saying…? 

DIAMOND 
(Hugs HYACINTH tightly.) 

I love you, Hyacinth. 

HYACINTH 
…I love you, too. 

DIAMOND 
I miss you. 

HYACINTH 
I’m right here.  …It’s ok. 

DIAMOND 
I know. 
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HYACINTH 
Shhhhh… 

(Touches DIAMOND’s face.) 
…Why are you crying? 

(Touches own face.) 
Why…? 
… 
I’m… going to rest. 

Exit HYACINTH via Spiral Staircase 

DIAMOND 
(Breaks down, sobbing.) 

STRANGER and STRANGER 2 
(Watch helplessly.) 

STRANGER 
…Do you want us to leave? 

DIAMOND 
Please don’t go! 

(Scrambles to the Wall Viewer.) 
Please… 

(Presses close to the Wall Viewer, right by STRANGER and STRANGER 2.  Still 
avoiding eye contact, slides awkwardly down, finally sitting, leaning against the screen.) 
There’s… something you need to know. 

STRANGER 2 
What is it? 

DIAMOND 
Hyacinth… 

STRANGER 2 
Has a split personality. 

DIAMOND 
(Nods.) 

Hyacinth got bored when the others stopped responding.  Just… lost interest in everything.  If it 
weren’t for me…  I don’t think… 
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STRANGER 
…Hyacinth would still be here. 

DIAMOND 
No.  I’m the one who’s co-dependent.  Hyacinth knows that.  And Hyacinth loves me.  Hyacinth 
hasn’t come out in a very long time.  I’ll give you anything you want.  As long as it doesn’t 
involve breaking the seals.  Just please…  Keep coming here.  Talk to us.  In Here was meant to 
function as part of an interconnected social network.  We’re dying without it.  Hyacinth is dying.  
And I’m dying without Hyacinth. 

(Breaks down sobbing again.) 

STRANGER 2 
Hey.  We’re not going going anywhere.  We’ll keep coming.  I promise. 

DIAMOND 
(Looks at STRANGER and STRANGER 2.) 

… 

STRANGER and STRANGER 2 
(Reach out, touching the Camou-Wall by DIAMOND’s torso.) 

DIAMOND 
(Hesitantly covers their hands on the Wall Viewer.  Looks at their not-quite-

touching hands.  Then relaxes, letting forehead rest against the screen.) 

Enter HYACINTH via Spiral Staircase 

HYACINTH 
(Quietly stops near bottom of stairs.  Looks at DIAMOND “touching hands” with 

STRANGER and STRANGER 2.  Quietly sits.) 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Slow fade, highlighting DIAMOND and HYACINTH in cool 
blues, and STRANGER & STRANGER 2 in warm purples.  Then… gradual shift in x-ray plunge.) 

Exit STRANGER, STRANGER 2, and HYACINTH 

DIAMOND 
(Watches STRANGER and STRANGER 2 leave, then gets up.  Puts on headset and 

carefully takes Center Stage.) 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Mild Sterile burst into normal In Here lighting.) 
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DIAMOND 
(Looks about.  Hesitates.  Then…) 

Load media:  Diamond, Echo Chamber.  …153.  Insert:  Beginning.  Create New Media.  
Record. 

CORONA 
Recording media. 

(Sound: Friendly alert.) 

DIAMOND 
Hello.  I’m Diamond.  I live with Hyacinth.  I made the recording you’re about to see one 
hundred… and fifty-three, years ago.  If you’re out there, please respond.  I’m still waiting… 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Light constricts as dimly glowing Media Screens appear on 
every available surface of In Here, leaving DIAMOND highlighted in a shifting prism of cool 
blues and whites amidst a sea of black.  Screens brighten.) 

(Sound:  Brief burst of static as Media begins to play.) 

(Lighting:  As the Video progresses, DIAMOND’s specials slow fade, reaching 
blackout during HYACINTH’s ‘Hey, bitches’ line.  At that point DIAMOND exits and HYACINTH  
Enters, invisibly taking DIAMOND’s place.) 

VIDEO CONTENT 

View of DIAMOND, sitting on the couch with a cup of tea, looking directly into 
camera. 

DIAMOND 
Hello out there!  How’s it going everyone?  It’s Diamond again.  You all know me.  Listen— 

HYACINTH 
(Bursts abruptly into the background, behind DIAMOND.) 

Hey, hey, hey!!!!  Children of Corona! 

DIAMOND 
Hey— 

HYACINTH 
Hyacinth here.  Remember, we are the elite!  Pinnacles of Evolution!  Keepers of Immortality! 
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DIAMOND 
Stop that. 

HYACINTH 
(To DIAMOND.) 

It’s what the Vids say. 
(To Camera.) 

And we all know, everything the Vids say, is true.  Especially the early ones.  So do what the 
Vids say, and Ignore. Fake. News!  Stay inside!  Don’t go out!  We can’t go out.  You all know 
that.  Don’t be dildos.  …What? 

(Tosses arm around DIAMOND’s shoulders.) 
You may continue. 

DIAMOND 
…right. 
As I was saying.  Hyacinth and I have lately noticed a disturbing trend in the media being 
released.  There’s a certain lack of responsiveness in relation to the content.  Now, we Children 
of Corona are a subtle bunch— 

HYACINTH 
Hah! 

DIAMOND 
Some of us.  And we’ve got several centuries worth of ’In Jokes’ circulating In Here. 

HYACINTH 
(Giggles.) 

DIAMOND 
Stop it.  —And those ‘In Jokes’ no longer seem to be in conversation with each other. 

HYACINTH 
(Laughs loudly, cracking up.) 

DIAMOND 
What?! 

HYACINTH 
You’re too nice! 

(To Camera.) 
Hey!!  Bitches!  Lets get off out elite asses and make some new shit!  What the Hell’s going on? 
It’s like you all produced a shit ton of media, queued it up all at once, and hit play.  Now, I know 
we’ve got Out Takes.  Everyone’s got Out Takes.  But what the fuck?  Is any of this actually 
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HYACINTH-Continued 
new?  Where is everyone?  We’d really appreciate Some One reaching out and explaining.  
‘Cause this is way fucked.  Just release a new Vid.  ’S’all ya gotta do. 
… 
And for the sex fiends out there— 

DIAMOND 
Huh? 

HYACINTH 
‘Cause we all know the best way to spend Immortality’s jacking off— 

DIAMOND 
What? 

HYACINTH 
(Pulls DIAMOND close, kissing pasisonately.) 

DIAMOND 
Hey! 

HYACINTH 
What?  You know the only way to get those idiots out of bed is to put on a show. 

DIAMOND 
That’s not the poi— 

HYACINTH 
(Kisses DIAMOND again, slipping over the couch’s back, and begins heavy 

petting.) 

DIAMOND 
(Relents for a moments, accidentally knocking over the tea.  Abruptly pushes 

HYACINTH away.) 
I’m editing that out. 

HYACINTH 
Terminate recording.  Release. 

END VIDEO CONTENT 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Bright blip and brief static flash as Video ends.  Intense 
Sterile burst, followed by low energy rumbling and slow dramatic fade up in X-ray lighting.  
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Drips of code start slowly cascading, here and there where the Video had played.  Warm and 
cool prisms of purple specials blossom Center Stage, revealing HYACINTH standing where 
DIAMOND used to be.) 

HYACINTH 
(Raises arms slowly, powerfully, as if preparing to conduct.  One hand holds a 

headset.) 
… 

(Listens intensely for a moment.  Then…) 
Activate Echo Drone. 

CORONA 
Echo Drone activating. 
… 
Activation: Complete. 

HYACINTH 
Release Echo Drone. 

CORONA 
Echo Drone releasing. 
… 
Echo Drone:  Successfully released. 

HYACINTH 
Execute! 

CORONA 
Echo Drone Protocal, executing.  Initiating repair of Global Communications Network.  
Calculating… 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Status bars appear on a few screens, showing 0.01%> 
progress.  Code streams start imperceptibly mutiplying.) 

CORONA 
Assessment complete.  Repair possible. 

HYACINTH 
Yes!!! 

CORONA 
Esitmated time to complete repair:  Five hundred years, and two weeks. 
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HYACINTH 
Five hundr—FUCK!!!  Mother Fu— 

(Takes a pair of deep, calming breathes.) 
Right.  The 20/21st century went from Zero to 20 G in less than a hundred years. 

(Brandishes headset with a dramtic flourish and determinedly puts it on.) 
Let’s see if we can Speed. Things. Up! 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Code mutiplies exponentially, and specials shift, following 
HYACINTH.) 

HYACINTH 
(Dashes to the Wall Screen and begins manipulating images.) 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Combination X-Ray Plunge and Sterilization burst into 
Black Out.  Code takes over the screens as energy rumble increases to crescendo, in sync with 
the Code multiplying.  When there’s nothing left for Code to take over…) 

(Lighting/Sound/Set:  Flash to black and silence.) 

Finis 


